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Le Dr Franck Zal, founder of HEMARINA, wins the 2026 
European Inventor Award 2026 

A marine innovation from Bretagne honored by the European Patent Office in the “SMEs” 
category. 

● HEMARINA is proud to announce that its founder and Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Franck 

Zal, has won the 2026 European Inventor Award in the “SMEs” category, presented by 

the European Patent Office (EPO) for the M101 platform, a universal oxygen carrier 

derived from the marine lugworm Arenicola marina. 

● This breakthrough innovation led to the development of a universal platform capable of 

oxygenating cells, tissues, organs, or even entire organ or organism—enabling 

applications ranging from organ preservation and wound healing to regenerative medicine 

and cell culture 

● Awarded on 2 July 2026 during the official ceremony in Berlin, the prize recognizes the 

culmination of more than two decades of scientific research initiated at the CNRS and 

Sorbonne University. 

● Dr. Franck Zal holds 63 international patents and was awarded the 2023 Prix Galien. 

 

MORLAIX (Bretagne, France) — July 2nd 2026 

The European Patent Office today awarded Dr Franck Zal, Founder and Chief Executive Officer 

of Hemarina, the 2026 European Inventor Award in the Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 

(SMEs) category. Presented in Berlin during the official award ceremony, this distinction 

recognizes the discovery and development of M101, an extracellular haemoglobin derived from 

the marine worm Arenicola marina. This innovative oxygen carrier is able to transport oxygen 

regardless of blood type and without triggering an immune response, opening new perspectives 

for organ preservation and medical applications. 
 

Based in Morlaix, Bretagne, France, Hemarina has transformed this discovery into a universal 

oxygenation platform capable of delivering oxygen at every biological level from cells and tissues 

to organs and the entire organism. Today, this platform covers several product families, including 

HEMO2life®, a CE-marked Class III medical device for organ preservation; HEMHealing®, 

dedicated to wound healing; as well as ongoing developments in regenerative medicine, dental 

care through HEMDental-Care®, and cosmetics with Hemosome™. 

Hemarina was born from research work carried out by Dr Franck Zal, a marine biologist, at the 

CNRS and Sorbonne University, where he investigated the mechanisms that enable marine 



organisms to adapt to extreme environments. To ensure a sustainable and reliable supply of 

biological material, the company established its own aquaculture facility in Noirmoutier, France, 

dedicated to the farming of Arenicola marina. This unique production model guarantees 

environmentally responsible sourcing, preserves coastal biodiversity, and complies with the 

highest regulatory standards. Over the years, Hemarina has built a portfolio of 63 international 

patents protecting the M101 platform and its broad range of applications. 

 

Winning the 2026 European Inventor Award is a tribute to nearly two decades of scientific and 

entrepreneurial commitment dedicated to patients care. This victory also has a particular 

significance since Dr Franck Zal was the only French representative among the finalists of this 

2026 edition, making this achievement not only an exceptional personal recognition, but also a 

strong recognition of Breton innovation  

 

«This award recognizes scientific work that began more than twenty years ago and serves as a 

reminder of the extraordinary contribution that fundamental research can bring to medicine.”. At 

Hemarina, we see the living world as a vast reservoir of solutions that remains largely unexplored, 

said Dr Franck Zal, Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Hemarina. 

«Nature is an immense library of innovation whose books began to be written 3.8 billion years 

ago. We must learn to read those books rather than burn them. I would like to thank the CNRS 

and Sorbonne University for giving me the opportunity to pursue this fundamental research» 

added Dr Franck Zal. 

■  ■  ■ 

About d’HEMARINA 

Founded in 2007 in Morlaix, Bretagne, HEMARINA is a marine biotechnology company that has 
developed a unique oxygenation platform based on M101, a universal extracellular haemoglobin 
derived from the marine lugworm Arenicola marina. This technology is capable of delivering oxygen 
at every biological scale—from individual cells and tissues to organs and the whole organism.The 
platform led to the development of several product families, including HEMO2life® for organ 
preservation, HEMHealing® for wound healing, and HEMOXYCarrier®, an oxygen carrier currently 
in development. HEMARINA operates a dedicated aquaculture facility in Noirmoutier, France, 
ensuring a sustainable supply of biological material, and has built a portfolio of 63 international 
patents protecting its innovations.In 2023, the company was awarded the prestigious Prix Galien 
for its work in organ preservation. 

Website: www.hemarina.com 
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